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“Exceptional News” 
UTAH STATE SYSTEMIC PLAN (SSIP) 
Utah’s 2013-2014 Student Assessment of Growth and Excellence (SAGE) tests show 42.2% of 
students without disabilities in grades three through eight and ten were proficient in mathe-
matics, but just 12% of students with disabilities were proficient: a 29.3% achievement gap. 

To address this achievement gap, the USOE brought together a variety of education and com-
munity stakeholders to create the FFY 2013 SSIP Phase 1. USOE held multiple in-person and 
online meetings with these groups to review and analyze state and LEA data as well as the 
USOE infrastructure, and determine the area of greatest need for immediate improvement for 
students with disabilities outcomes. Part of the review  process identified the need to recruit 
and ensure the involvement of general education teachers (at USOE and in LEAs) 
and members of the business community, groups who have historically had little 
role in providing input regarding students with disabilities, despite the fact that 
virtually all Utah’s students with disabilities access the general education class-
room and local businesses.  

Stake holders reached a consensus on Utah’s State-identified Measureable Result (SiMR). The 
goal is to increase statewide proficiency by 11.11% for students with Speech Language Impair-
ments (SLI) or Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) in grades six through eight on SAGE mathe-
matics over a five-year period. In order to improve achievement in mathematics, stakeholders 
identified three primary areas for USOE and LEAs to focus their efforts: 

1. Administrator, teacher, parent, and student attitudes and behavior (resulting in some 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) team decisions that limit grade-level core mathe-
matics instruction); 

2. Teacher understanding of mathematics standards and effective instruction; and 
3. An educational system that decreases general education instructional support and inter-

ventions in secondary settings, during a time when the mathematics core standards be-
come more rigorous and abstract (i.e., Multi-Tiered System of Supports [MTSS]). 

 
The entire SSIP Plan can be found:  

http://www.schools.utah.gov/sars/Data/Performance/Reports/2013SSIP.aspx 

 

WELCOME! 
The Utah Council for Exceptional Children would like to welcome you to its  new circular 
“Exceptional News”. We will be providing you with information on what’s happening in Special 
Education, upcoming conferences and events as well the latest  teacher strategies and practices. 
It is our hope that you will find this newsletter a resource as you are working with our excep-
tional students. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Carol Dweck revisits the 
growth mindset 

 Paul Riccomini –Keynote 
Speaker at  Utah CEC Con-
ference 

 USOE Belief Survey 



“The growth mindset was intended to help close achievement gaps, not 
hide them.” 

Paul J. Riccomini is an experienced classroom teacher, author, 
mathematician, and leading special education expert. Dr. Riccomini 
began his career as a dual-certified general education mathematics 
teacher of students with learning disabilities, emotional and behavioral 
disabilities, and gifted and talented students in Grades 7–12. He taught 
mathematics to both general and special education students in inclusive 
settings. He is coauthor of the best-selling Response to Intervention in 
Math (Corwin, 2009) book and is an associate professor of education at 
the Pennsylvania State University. His teaching experiences required 
him to have both strong content knowledge in mathematics and to de-
velop and maintain strong collabora-
tive relationships with both general 
and special educators. As a former mid-
dle and high school mathematics teach-
er, he knows firsthand the challenges 
faced by students who struggle in 
mathematics and recognizes the im-
portance of early mathematics develop-
ment. He hopes the writing of this book 
will assist teachers in their efforts to 
develop young mathematicians. 

CAROL DWECK REVISITS THE ‘GROWTH 
MINDSET’ BY: CAROL DWECK (EXCERPT TAKEN FROM EDUCATION 
WEEK;SEPTEMBER 23, 2015) 

    2016 UTAH CEC TEACHER CONFERENCE: 
“RAISING EXPECTATIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS” 

A growth mindset isn’t just about effort. 
Perhaps the most common misconception 
is simply equating the growth mindset 
with effort. Certainly, effort is key for stu-
dents’ achievement, but it’s not the only 
thing. Students need to try new strategies 
and seek input from others when they’re 
stuck. They need this repertoire of ap-
proaches—not just sheer effort—to learn 
and improve. 

We also need to remember that effort is a 
means to an end to the goal of learning 
and improving. Too often nowadays, 
praise is given to students who are putting 
forth effort, but not learning, in order to 
make them feel good in the moment: 
“Great effort! You tried your best!” It’s 
good that the students tried, but it’s not 

good that they’re not learning. The growth
-mindset approach helps children feel 
good in the short and long terms, by help-
ing them thrive on challenges and set-
backs on their way to learning. When 
they’re stuck, teachers can appreciate their 
work so far, but add: “Let’s talk about 
what you’ve tried, and what you can try 
next.” 

The growth mindset was intended to help 
close achievement gaps, not hide them. It 
is about telling the truth about a student’s 
current achievement and then, together, 
doing something about it, helping him or 
her become smarter. 

 

 

 

Utah CEC Annual Teacher 
Conference 

February 26, 2016 

Hillcrest Junior High 

126 East 5300 South 

Murray, Utah 
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http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2015/09/23/carol-dweck-revisits-the-growth-mindset.html?cmp=eml-enl-eu-mostpop 

Keynote Speaker: Paul J. Riccomini-The 
Pennsylvania State University, University 
Park, PA 



USOE BELIEF SURVEY  

September 23, 2015 

Dear Utah Stakeholder, 

     I am asking for your participation in a voluntary, anonymous, 10 minute online survey. 
The purpose of this survey is to determine public knowledge, perceptions, 
and expectations regarding Utah students with disabilities, their academic 
and social achievement, and expected post-school outcomes. As such, please 
consider participating , regardless of your level of experience with students with disabili-
ties. I would like to hear from parents, students, educators, administrators, business pro-
fessionals, members of the community, and other Utah  Stakeholders. 

     Data from this survey will be used by the State Office of Education (USOE) Special 
Education Services section in planning for training, professional development, and tech-
nical assistance. You may access the survey at:  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/UtahSurvey. Select or write in the response to each 
item that best reflects your thoughts, perceptions, or ideas about that item. Although the 
survey is about students with disabilities as a whole, please keep in mind the broad range 
of disabilities, from mild/moderate to severe, when responding to questions.  

     This survey is part of the process to increase beliefs regarding outcomes 
achievable by students with disabilities. Thank you for  your  participation; 
please consider passing this invitation and information on to others through social media, 
email, and conversations. Please send any questions to: 

Glenna.gallo@schools.utah.gov 

  

 

 

USOE BELIEF SURVEY 

The USOE Special Educa-
tion Department is gath-
ering Utah Stakeholder  
knowledge, perceptions, 
and expectations regard-
ing Utah students with 
disabilities, their academ-
ic  and social achieve-
ment, and expected post-
school outcomes.  

The survey will be open 
until December. 

You may access the survey 
at: 

https://
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/UtahSurvey 
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 WHAT IS THE COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL 
CHILDREN (CEC)? 

Membership Types 

You can establish your CEC membership in one of three ways:  

Premier (our most expansive package with exclusive benefits) 

Full (offers all the benefits of Basic membership as well as 
special professional development and topical information) 

Basic (featuring the most-requested CEC member benefits at 
our lowest price) 

Students receive 20% off any individual membership rate. 

Regardless of which level you choose, CEC membership provides expanded benefits and 
services and allows you to select the option that best meets your needs.  

You can choose how you: 

Access evidence-based articles to broaden your knowledge. 

Receive news and information to keep you current. 

Engage in conversations that stimulate your thinking. 

Take advantage of discounts to save you money. 

Make connections to expand your relationships and find new paths to advance your ca-
reer. 

You work hard to make sure your students are doing their best, so CEC will help you do 
your best. 

What are you waiting for? Join CEC today!  

CEC is the leading voice for special 
and gifted education. Through the 
vision and dedication of more than 
28,000 members, CEC sets the 
standard for high quality education 
for children and youth with excep-
tionalities. The council ensures the 
needs of children and youth with 
exceptionalities are met in educa-

tional legislation, establishes pro-
fessional standards for the field and 
develops initiatives to improve spe-
cial education practice. CEC is THE 
source for information, resources 
and professional development for 
special educators.   

      

CEC MEMBERSHIP 
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Elected Officers (Executive Committee) 

 

CEC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR 
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President Janene Christensen 

Past President Shamby Polychronis 

President-Elect Nate Marsden 

Vice-President Ben Tillotson 

Secretary Patsy Milligan 

Historian Becky Unker 

Treasurer Steve Hirase 

At-Large Officers Kelli Kercher 

Karen Medlin 

Megan Langford 

Deidre Walbeck 

CCBD President Neeley Kay 

Committee Chairs:  

Legislative Nate Marsden and Bruce Schroeder 

Membership Anne Clyde 

Publicity Sharlene Kiuhara 

     Website Ben Tillotson and Lowell Oswald 

      Facebook Karen Medlin 

      Twitter Nate Marsden 

Finance Steve Hirase 

Nominating Shamby Polychronis 

Events Nate Marsden 



UTAH CEC 

147 EAST 5065 SOUTH 

MURRAY, UTAH 84107 

 

Utah CEC Website: 

http://community.cec.sped.org/ut/
home 

Utah CEC Facebook Page: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Utah-Council-for-Exceptional-
Children/174505639276090?sk=wall 

Utah CEC email: 

utahcec@gmail.com 

FIND CEC ON THE WEB, FACEBOOK & TWITTER 
 

Utah Council for Exceptional Children 
147 East 5065 South 
Murray, Utah 84107 

 
Email: utahcec@gmail.com 


